The Honourable Dalton McGuinty

Premier

Legislative Building

Queen’s Park

Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1

Facsimile: 416-325-3745 

Re: Bill 72, the Municipal Residential Sprinkler Act, 2008
Dear Premier:

Thank you for your attention to the lack of code requirements for fire sprinklers in Ontario Occupancies and the addition of the new requirements that will mandate fire sprinklers in multiple-unit residential buildings over three storeys in height.   I am writing to encourage you to move Bill 72 to final reading and encourage municipalities to investigate and legislate fire sprinkler systems in all new construction. Fire sprinklers are missing in the one occupancy where most fatalities due to fire occur, this is not a coincidence. For the nineteen years sprinklers have been mandatory in Vancouver, the city has experienced no accidental fire deaths in a home protected by properly installed and functioning sprinklers.  This is a fact that cannot be overlooked in Ontario given the number of fatalities that occur every year.  

· There are more than 220 jurisdictions in North America that require residential sprinklers in homes, sadly to say, none in Ontario 

· Only the sprinkler(s) directly over the fire are activated limiting further damage
· Records show that in home fires where fire sprinklers were installed, sprinklers controlled 99.7% of these fires.

· The combination of the sprinkler's quick response, the limited water flow and lower pressure will significantly reduce water and property damage as a result of a fire. 

· Fire Sprinklers have reduced re-construction costs by 72% yet create new employment.
All Fires burn the contents before the structure and it is the combustion of the contents that produces the deadly gases which kill the occupants, the only device that can sufficiently cool a fire during its early stages and limit the production of these deadly gases is a fire sprinkler system. As the fire is controlled by this limited water application fire spread is being controlled and therefore far less water is used by fire suppression crews.  By using less water overall there is less damage inside the occupancy and reduced environmental effects due to smoke and toxic runoff.

Given these points I am requesting that you move this bill from committee back to the house for final reading.

Thank you
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